CHAPTER XX

THE   WORSHIP   OF   THE  OAK
| I.  The Diffusion of the Oak in Europe

IN   a   preceding   chapter   some   reasons   were   given   for The Latin
thinking that the early Latin kings posed as living repre- ^n^_
sentatives of Jupiter, the god of the oak, the sky, the rain, sented
and the thunder, and that in this capacity they attempted the god of
to exercise the fertilising functions which were ascribed to the oak,
the god.    The probability of this view will be strengthened ^ * y>
if it can be proved that the same god was worshipped under thunder,
other   names   by  other  branches  of  the   Aryan   stock   in rain.
Europe, and that the Latin kings were not alone in arro-
gating  to  themselves  his  powers  and attributes.     In this
chapter  I  propose  briefly  to   put together  a few  of the
principal facts which point to this conclusion.

But at the outset a difficulty presents itself.    To us the Why
oak, the sky, the rain, and the thunder appear things totally
distinct from each other.     How did our forefathers come to oak be also
group them together and imagine them as attributes of o
and the same god ?     A connexion may be seen between the
the   sky,   the   rain, and the thunder;   but   what has any
of them to do with the oak?    Yet one of these apparently1**11?
disparate elements was probably the original nucleus round
which in time the others gathered and crystallised into the
composite conception of Jupiter.    Accordingly we must ask,
Which of them was the original centre of attraction ?    If
men started with the idea of an oak-god, how came they to
enlarge his kingdom by annexing to it the province of the
sky, the rain, and the thunder ?    If, on the other hand, they
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